FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE / April 12, 2006

Harvard 25th Reunion Class Forms Organization to Support African Higher Education

With Harvard now wealthier than most developing countries, some of its alumni want to start rebalancing the scale.  More than 350 members of the Harvard 25th Reunion Class have come together under the leadership of Paula Tavrow ’81 to form the Harvard Alumni for Social Action (HASA).  HASA’s members recognize the transformative power of education and think that Harvard should be a leader in improving education not only in Cambridge, but also in African countries that have been hard-hit by the AIDS epidemic.  The organization’s specific mission is to encourage Harvard to enable individual classmates to direct a part of their 25th reunion class gift to support African graduate students at Harvard and to strengthen an African university in the AIDS belt.

At HASA’s urging, Harvard agreed to create the "HASA Scholarship Fund for Graduate Students from Africa."  This is the first time that Harvard has set up a designated scholarship fund for an entire reunion class that will count towards the reunion class gift.  HASA also set up another fund to benefit the fledgling Dar es Salaam University College of Education (DUCE), a constituent college of the University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania, which was this year ranked best university in sub-Saharan Africa.  The Carnegie Corporation of New York will work with HASA to provide technical oversight to this fund.  Administrative support will be provided by Human Rights Education Associates, Inc (HREA), an organization founded by Felisa Tibbitts ’81.  One classmate has already pledged $250,000 to these funds.
HASA’s goals are twofold: (1) to support African graduate students and educational institutions; and (2) in an age of tremendous institutional wealth in the United States, to encourage alumni from other prestigious American universities to consider new models of philanthropy that will bolster higher education in poorer regions.
Background

Harvard University is now the wealthiest educational institution in the world.  With a $25.9 billion endowment that grew 19% last year, and a recurring eight-figure annual operating budget surplus, Harvard would rank 67th in Gross Domestic Product if it were a country rather than a university. The 25th reunion class traditionally provides the largest gift of any alumni class, regularly giving $25-30 million of unrestricted funds to Harvard.  All of this led Paula Tavrow ‘81 to contemplate how her class might change the fund-raising paradigm for this June’s 25th reunion.    

Tavrow has worked for two decades on public health issues in the AIDS belt of Africa and has seen firsthand how higher education there has suffered from the decimation of faculty, staff and even the student body due to the pandemic.  She decided to ask classmates for help in convincing fundraisers at the Harvard Development Office to allow 1981 alumni to direct some or all of their gifts to helping improve African university education. Last November she emailed several classmates about her proposal.  
 

What started off as a modest conversation among a few friends soon snowballed into a movement, relying almost entirely on emails.  As of March 2006, fully 357 classmates (approximately 1 in 4 of the Harvard-Radcliffe Class of '81) have voiced their support for this effort.  Russ Gershon ’81 coined the name Harvard Alumni for Social Action.  The group’s slogan is HASA SASA, which means “Especially Now” in KiSwahili.  Joel Ball ’81 created a website for the group, www.hasa-sasa.org.  HASA now has a virtual Steering Committee composed of 17 classmates from the U.S., Europe, and Africa.  One Europe-based classmate has pledged $250,000 to HASA’s funds to help motivate other alumni to give generously. Vince Marazita ’81 convinced the Harvard Reunion Committee to permit HASA to host a symposium during reunion week about how Harvard could take a leadership role in global education with alumni support. 

While the Harvard Development Office (HDO) was at first skeptical of HASA’s grassroots initiative, as the signatures began to mount the HDO realized a new policy was appropriate.  Harvard was not willing to assist in the strengthening of an African university, but it did agree to set up a scholarship fund for African graduate students, who constitute only about 7% of all foreign graduate students at Harvard.  Harvard also has been publicizing this fund in its official correspondence and has permitted its “Crimson Callers” to tell prospective donors about it.
The two funds HASA has created are:
· The HASA Scholarship Fund for Graduate Students from Africa is open to all Harvard classes.  Alumni who have already made an unrestricted donation can redirect it to the Fund simply by informing the Harvard Development Office.  All donations to this Fund will count towards the 1981 25th Reunion Gift.  If the Fund receives a $1 million gift from an individual donor, it will be permanently endowed.
· The HASA African University Strengthening Fund is a free-standing fund which HASA hopes will continue in perpetuity.  It now is targeted at strengthening the Dar es Salaam University College of Education (DUCE).  In 2005, the Government of Tanzania established DUCE to address an acute shortage of high school teachers and experts in the education sector, especially in the sciences, mathematics and languages.  DUCE is to be a center of excellence in teacher education, curriculum development and educational policy.  This fund will assist DUCE to address four high-priority needs: 
1. Acquiring teaching materials and classroom equipment;

2. Setting up an information technology training center and lab;

3. Capacity-building among key faculty and staff; and

4. Alleviating gender imbalance. 

Harvard alumni and all others wishing to support this fund should make checks out to "Human Rights Education Associates" and put "HASA Fund" in the memo line.  A donation to HREA in the U.S. is tax-deductible, but will not count as participation in the Harvard 1981 Class Gift.  Checks should be mailed to: HREA, 97 Lowell Road, Concord, MA 01742.  

Not only is the Harvard class of 1981 seeking to make a difference in higher education in a region devastated by AIDS, but it also aims to set an example that should inspire future reunion classes and alumni from other universities.
CONTACTS: 
David J. Rothman  ’81          Phone:  949-212-4011   Email:  rothmandavidj@msn.com
Paula Tavrow  ’81                 Phone:  310-794-4302   Email:  ptavrow@yahoo.com
Andy Pugh ’81

 Phone:  412-841-9956   Email:   apugh@wcii.org
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